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[bookmark: _GoBack]In Persuasion, Jane Austen writes: “She hoped to be wise and reasonable in time, but alas! Alas! She must confess to herself that she was not wise yet”. To a large extent, Austen’s sentiment has resonated for me this semester. While I had thought of myself as a prolific writer, I have realized that the learning process never stops. Every day is another opportunity to acquire new skills and become better versions of ourselves. As the semester runs its course, I look back to the tremendous steps I have made in the journey to become a better writer. Without a doubt, I am a better writer than I was several months ago, having grown my writing skills and creative thinking.
Before I enrolled for this course, I had little appreciation of the various stages of the writing process. Looking back, I never took a moment to organize my thoughts and ideas before jumping right into writing. In the past, I have been a spontaneous and impulsive writer, often adopting a freestyle of writing with little regard for the process of writing. A critical analysis of my past work reveals a mix-up of ideas, with evidence of a disorganized writing style. However, this semester has opened up my mind to appreciate the distinct steps that a good writer should follow as they pen down articles and literary works. As I wrap up the semester, I can attest that the course has positively impacted my writing. Currently, I am better positioned to express myself, connect with my target audience, and make well-organized and researched arguments and opinions.
The lessons taught in this course have had a critical influence on how I draft and refine my research topics and thesis statements. I have learned the value of conducting a keen background study of the research topic, narrowing down or broadening a research topic, identifying key terms for the research topic, and locating relevant literature and scientific sources for research. While I have gained considerable knowledge on research and thesis formulation, I have had a challenge in developing the problem aspect of a thesis statement. While I have questions and concerns on thesis formulation and validation, I can better grasp the concepts involved. I am carrying out research, consulting with my peers, and reading textbooks on thesis formulation.
 As I reflect on the writing strengths I have gained this semester; critical thinking stands out. I have become a better critical thinker and researcher. Lately, I have been better at critically analyzing background information about research topics, critically reading and analyzing pieces of literature, and understanding the meaning behind words and works of texts.
Going forth, I purpose to make use of all that I have learned in this course. I want to utilize the skills I have gained this semester to mark society through writing. I plan to start a blog that raises awareness on various issues in my community; using my writing skills to be an agent of change and social activism.
